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Ox upon a time, 
there lived a pretty 
gill named Sabitha 
in a village called 


the kindest and most 
beautiul gil in the vil 
lage. Sabitha was the 
only daughter of a 
wheat merchant. 
The merchant loved his daughter 


Dharmapuram. She was 


more than anything else in the word. 

She often reminded him of his wife, 

who had died soon after Sabitha was 
born, 

Sabitha grew up to be more and 

Everyone in the village 

They thought she was 

an angel. 


den to any one of them, 
She remembered her 
uncle whom she had not 
seen now fora few years, 
He stayed not very far 
from Dharmapuram. 
Sabitha packed her be- 
longings in a small trunk 
and left for her uncle's 


hen Sabitha reached the out- 
skirts of the village, it was late 
‘evening. She was tired. She decided 
to rest for a while and found a large 
neem tree to sit under 
Iwas getting dark and cold, Sabitha 
looked all around. She could hear the 
hooting of an ow! above her head. Her 
eyes closed down heavily and soon 





hen Sabitha 

was fifteen, 
her father died due 
to a sudden heart 
attack. She was 
shocked and soon 
began to feel 
lonely. The villag- 
ers were willing to 
help her but 
Sabitha did not 
want to be a bur- 
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she was fast asleep. 

‘Atthat very moment three robbers 
‘appeared before her from behind the 
neem tree, They snatched her be- 
longings. One of them even had a 
dagger! Sabitha felt very scared, She 
tried to open her mouth and scream 
but found she had lost her voice. Her 
eyes nearly popped out. She stared 
at the robbers feeling helpless. 

At that moment 
man dresse 
reminded of her father - her d 
ther. The man in white came forward 
and caught hold of the man under 
whose tight grip Sabitha was. A fist 
fight followed. The man in white 
knocked the robber down. On seeing 
this, the other two robbers ran a\ 
The third followed. Sabitha, we 
tired and exhausted fell unconscious. 
in the hands of the man who looked 
like her father, 















t was morning, When Sabitha 
I ‘opened her eyes, she was lying un- 
der the neem tree. The sun was just 
out and was smiling down at her. She 
heard the morning alarm of the small 
birds. The pleasant breeze brushed 
against her gently, caressingly.... To 
her great surprise, she also found her 
trunk near her. Nothing seemed to 
have been disturbed! 

‘As Sabitha resumed her walk back 
to her uncle's place, she wondered... 
HAD SHE SEEN HER FATHER? OR 
WAS IT HIS GHOST? IF NOT, WAS 
IT ALL A DREAM... 

~~ Greeshma, Std Vill, 
‘Spartan Mat.HSS, 
Chennai. 




















FINGER NAILS- 
A SYMBOL OF LOVE! 


© Finger nails have their own beauty. 
Today, growing long nails has become a 





© Scientists and doctors say that finger 
nails symbolize our health. Whitish, 
yellowish or spotted fingernails symbolize 
ihad health while tight pink fingernails 

















symbolize, good health. 
© In Paris & Australia, young girs believe 
that long fingernails are the symbol of 
Jove! So they grow long nails! 
© Shridhar Chillal of Pune has entered his 
nam inthe Guiness Book of World Records 
for having the longest fingernails. The total 
length of his fingernails is 232 inches! 
‘© When a 17 year old young girl came 
from London to Agra to visit the Taj 
Mahal, she liked it so much that she 
collected some fingemails and using them 
created the Taj Mahal in a glass jar! 
‘© When Russian soldiers go for war, they 
fix a nail oftheir beloved or their wife on 
their caps. They believe that by doing so, 
their army will win in the war! 
= HS, Bhargavi, Std.X, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Nagpur. 
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V. MEENA, STD. X, Durga 
Bhavani High School, 
Hyderabad. 
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GRANDMA 
WORM 


Dear Grandma, 

IfT have money in my hands, I spend 
everything. Because of this my father stopped 
giving me pocket money. Now have to plead 
with my mother for every small expense. 
What am todo? 


+ K, Swadha Priyanka, Secunderabad 


No Pocket money ! 
* 4 


4 y 


by 


Dear Swadha, 

Your real problem is that you have not 
understood the value of money. Look around 
you, and you will be able to identify many 
‘people who squandered money and ended 
‘up inmisery Study the lives ofall those who 
‘have come up in life and you wil find that 
they have been wise with their money. One 
should also learn to regularly save a litte 
Jor the future and for emergencies. If you 
remember the above golden rules you will 
be okay and your father too will start trusting 
you once again 

kak 

Tam very talkative and also talk loudly. 

Teven tried ‘mouna viradha’ but it did not 
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help, Please give me a solution, 
+ Shreya Jayaprakash, Hyderabad 

Dear Shreya, 

You must always remember that 
conversation is atwo way traffic. you don't 
allow the person opposite to you to express 
his or her views, you are not only impolite 
but also imposing yourself on the other 
person. Nobody likes that and people will 
begin to avoid you. In the end you will feel 
very lonely. Learnt listen 


and you will find the H 
conversation much more 


T have an inferiority 
complex. How am Ito 
overcome it? 

+B, Ragothaman, 

Chennai. 

Dear 
Ragothaman, 3 

You can easily 
‘overcome your 
inferiority complex 
ifyou understand (a) 
God created all of us as human beings 





interesting. With a wide variety of views the 
world itself will be more beautiful. You may 
like curd rice but imagine eating only curd 
rice at every meal day after day. That is what 
‘one sided conversation will tate like! 


tok 
Tnourschool paren ae allowed o phone 
their children from home, My fatherisin the 
BSF. and he sometimes gets a chance to 
phone me. During such times I start crying 

‘and cannot control myself, Please help me. 
+ Sushant Mohan, Kapurthala 





Dear Sushant, 
lease remember that your father is with 


OVERCOME INFERIORITY 









with dignity; (b) There is no human being 
(on earth without some defect or other. We 
should strive to over come our short 
comings and not succumb to it; (c) 
‘another person may be cleverer or richer 
‘than you are, but no person can be more 
‘honest than an honest person! So if you 
are straight forward and true there is no 
need 10 feel inferior. Act according 0 
‘your conscience and do what is right. You 
will feel as tall as any other 


the Border Security Force guarding our 
‘country’s frontiers, He is a brave man and 
‘heneeds alot of supportfrom you. Ifhe feels 
that you are as courageous ashe is he will 
Jeet happy and safe. On the other hand if 


‘youery over the phone while talking to him, 
he will feel bad and let down. This should 
not be allowed to happen. So learn to feel 
proud of your father and make up your mind 
to be a source of strength to him. Your tears 
will dry up. 

hk 

1 goto table tennis class where my friend's 
father always comes and starts advising me 
even when I play well. I get angry. What 
should Ido? 

~B, Santosh, Hubli 

Dear Santosh, 

‘Stop worrying and start thinking in wo 
angles, (a) Some persons take pleasure in 
irritating others f your friend's fatheris one 
such just ignore him and concentrate on the 
‘game, On the other hand (b) i he is really 
‘good at 7.7 and is giving you tips and good 
suggestions to improve your talent then 
listen to him and benefit by 
his advice. 


COMPLEX? <a 





tam 





One of Jupiter's moons 
maybe insulating an under- 
ground ocean. 

Apparently the ice traps the 
heat from the moon’s radio active, 
core, keeping the water liquid. 
But this should not maise hopes of 
finding life, as the ockan is packed 
with balls of ice, creating an in- 
hospitable environment for organ- 
isms to evolve! 





The universe is moving towards a 
cold end, suggest the galaxies. 

The foroff galaxies, which ore the 
oldest ones, are iregulorly shoped. As 
we come nearer, they become spherical. 
Iisbecouse the rene goles othe 
(younger ones, encounter fewer celestiol 
dbjects. Scientists suggest thot It 
Indleates a grodvol decease in the 
universe's density. goes ond ther 
mmoterols oe spreading futher ou, 
leaving it to a cold end! 
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Suresh K. Anjum, 
Kolkata. 
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opi owned a sweet shop. His 

G sweets never tasted good. But 

Gopi charged very high prices 

for them. Since his was the only sweet 

shop in the village, people had no other 
‘option but to buy sweets from him. 

‘One fine day, a man named 


CHEATERS 


must think of a plan” he told himself 
feeling jealous from head to toe. 


lot of sweets and stored them in 

his shop for two weeks. “I know 
what Vishwaraj sells in his shop. Let 
me teach hima lesson” said 
Gopi smiling wickedly to 
himsett. 


T he very next day, Gopi made a 





NEVER PROSPER 





When he opened the 
boxes of sweets after two 





VISHWARAJ 


SWEET SHOP 


weeks, Gopi found that 
the sweets looked per- 
fect. He tasted a small 
piece and confirmed to 
himself that it tasted bad 




















and sour. For, that's what 
he wanted! 

Gopi waited for the 
right moment. And it 























happened. He saw 
Vishwaraj walking out of 
his shop in a great hurry. 
“Something must have 
‘gone wrong. Why should 
Vishwaraj leave in such 














Vishwaraj arrived in the village. Within 
a few days Vishwaraj opened another 
sweet shop. He sold his sweets at a 
very reasonable price. His sweets also 
tasted very good and soon people 
thronged outside his shop. 

Gopi was now jealous. "Look at that 
Vishwaraj. His sweets have become so 
popular. He is such a hit with his cus- 
tomers. | must take revenge on him. | 
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a hurry - he has not even 
locked the shop? But, who cares... 
Now's the time for me to act" thought 
Gopi. 

Gopi went inside the shop and ex- 
changed the boxes of good sweets for 
his own boxes of rotten sweets. He 
quietly slipped away before anybody 
could see him! “Oh my! That was close 
but clever of me, wasn't it!” said Gopi 
proudly. He had done it! Mis plan would 
‘certainly work! 


People who bought sweets 
from Vishwaraj’s sweet shop 
soon fell ill. This went on for two 
days before people became an- 
gry and agitated. As for 
Vishwaraj, he had no clue what- 
soever as to what had happened. 


ishwaraj was soon ar- 
rested and his shop was 
closed. Gopi once again re- 

sumed his business. 

When Vishwaraj was brought be- 
{ore the judge, Gopi too was present 
just to watch the fun. Buthe was soon 
infor a shock. 

‘Vishwaraj explained. “I have been 
selling sweets for a long time, sir. And 
‘have had the support of all my cus- 
tomers right from the very first day. 
Why should | then suddenly start 
cheating them? | also wish to make 
another point, sir. All my sweet boxes. 
have the seal of my shop under them. 
| request you to check those boxes of 


APRIL FOOL'S DAY 


he practice of playing tricks on 
friends and neighbours on Ist 
April is believed to have started in 
France only after the year 1564.Earlier 
to that, one common calendar was 
used throughout Europe According to 
this common calendar, each new year 
began on Ist April. People celebrated 
this day as New Year's day by 
exchanging gifts and visiting each other. 
In 1564, however, Charles IX, the 
King of France, ordered people to 
adopt a new reformed calendar. 
According to this calendar, the year 
began on Ist January. Most people 












































‘sweets in my shop and also those in 
Gopi’s shop, from which he has been 
seling sweets after my arrest.” 

‘On checking, itwas found that there 
were no boxes with seals in 
Vishwaraj’s shop. Instead, in Gopi's 
shop the boxes had seals and that too 
those of Vishwarai’s. 

Finally Gopi was arrested. People 
once again thronged outside 
Vishwaraj’s sweet shop. 

Ramya Raman, Std VI 
Vani Vidyé 
Mulund, 
Mumbal 


followed the king's orders. However, 
there were some who did not like the 
idea of a change and refused to accept 
the new New Years's Day. 

‘They continued to observe April Ist 
as New Year's Day and hence were 
considered fools who clung on to 
a discarded system. So, 
their friends and 
neighbours sent 
















-V.Nachiappan, 
‘Std.VIll, Bala Lok 
MHSS, Chennai. 
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QOLOUR THIS EDUCATIVE SCENE 




















GOKULAN 
RPRIL ‘02 








"To be or 
not to be?” 

wondered Hamlet. 

“Will the puja in Ayodhya 

be performed or not?" - wondered the 
nation. ‘No’ said the Supreme Court. 
‘Maintain statusquo’ it ordered. As the 
nation was about to heave a sigh of 
relief, the V.H.P. or Viswa Hindu 
Parishad announced that it will go 


ntia 


se 

bh) 
ahead with the puja, [) 
come what may! |*['()O 
Now it became the © +“! 
duty of the government of India to 
maintain law and order in Ayodhya 
and elsewhere, As March 15, 
approached all of us kept our fingers 
crossed. The vast majority in our 
country, what ever religion they 
belong to want only peace to preva 
Thank God it did on March 15, 


Eaalier, Karsevaks returning to 


by the Sabarbathi Express from 
Ayodhya were targetted by religious 
fanatics in a wayside station. The 
coaches were set on fire by throwing 
petral bombs and several people lost 
their lives The retaliatory attack in 
Ahmedabad was even worse and 
hundreds of lives were ost and several 
crores worth of property looted or 
damaged, in riots and arson. 
Indian History is full of invasions, 
(attacks, plunders, destruction and 
U counter attacks by both Muslims 
and Hindus. But we should learn 
1S S lessons from history and not allow 
mistakes to be repeated. 









Ass was expected, Jayalalitha scored 
a resounding victory at the polls, in 
the by election at Andipatti, and is 
back as the chief minister of Tamil 
Nadu. The rule by proxy of 
Pannerselvam has come to an end, 
But much remains to be done to lft 
the state from its present state of 
economic stagnation. The new 
chief minister has declared that she 
will convert Tamilnadu as the 
number one state. Let us wait to 

see her turn words into deeds, 







The Norwegian peace efforts 
have borne fruit. The LTTE and 
Srilankan forces have agreed 
for a cease fire. Talks between 
the government of Srilanka 
and the LTTE have to progress 
to solve existing disputes. 
Both Srilankan Tamils as well 
as Srilankans have suffered a 
lot in the past. Let us hope 
that this time the talks will 
lead to permanent peace. 
























Why don't you share information about this gola contest with your 


friends? Get them to participate too. But do make sure they have their copy 
of Gokulam! We hope you like the idea of keeping this contest going. We are sure 
the lucky winners find their gifts from Scholastic very interesting. Tell us what you feel. 
Gook luck. 
ANSWERS TO GALA CONTEST 6 
1, Straight 2. Formula 3. Odour 4. Ornament 5. Gorge 6. Inactive 7. Recluse 
8. Humble 





1. JN, PREETHI, 3. SOMPA DAS 
CHENNAI JAIPUR (Orissa) 

2. SHREESHA V. RAO 4. J. SRIVIDYA 
MANGALORE THANJAVUR 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 
© There will be a contest every month. @ Four lucky winners will receive a 
set of books worth Rs.250/- each, from Scholastic India (P) Lid. @ Fill in 
the form on the next page and mail it to us. @ Strictly for school 


g0ing, children 
AGS, Any mumber of enties can be sent by you, but no 


Photocopies. @ All details asked for in the form must 
be filled in and complete. Entries without complete 
details will be rejected. @ Use a ball point pen to 
‘urite, Write neatly and clearly. @ The person with 
an ‘allcorrect’ entry is the winner. If there are 
more than one ‘all-correct’ entries, then the lucky 
winner/s will be decided by a draw of lot, from 
cout of the all correct entries. @ The books will be 
sent to you direct by Scholastic India (Put) Lid. Their 
decision with the choice of books is final. @ The 

last date for receiving entries for each contest 
will be mentioned in the entry form. 
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GALA CONTEST - 7 


ENTRY FORM 
Last Date : 12,04.2002 





Name 


Age 
School 
Residential 
Address 





Signature 


NAME THESE AUSTRALIAN MARSUPIALS ; 





Mail to 





Editor, 
Gokulam (English), 
47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, CHENNAI - 600 097. 
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he spelling competition was first. 

The first word was announced. 
“BUREAU!” read out the quiz 
master, or, rather, 
mistress, their 
English teacher. 
‘The competitors 
did their best to 
write down the 
spelling on their 
half-sheets of paper 
before the ten seconds 
for the buzzer rang out 
‘The spellings were then 


(Rar Comp 


read out 


Bureau, Bureau, 
Bureau, Byuro, Buro, Bureau, 
Burow, Buro and Bureau. 

‘There were smiles and groans 


as the competitors and their 
supporters compared what they had 
written with the correct spelling, 
BARREL was the second word. Next 
came VEGETATION (vegetation, 
vegitation, vegetation, vejitation, 
vegetashun, wegetation, vegetation, 
vegetation and wejitation). Other words 
were REPUBLIC, INDEPENDENCE, 
INCREDIBLE, GOVERNMENT, 
DESTINATION, SCENES and so on 
until they reached the last word, EXIST. 

‘Next was Maths. There was nothing 
here for the spectators. The teams went 
back-stage to do Maths (math 
according to the visiting team) while Ms 
‘Ohmson and Ms Smith offered to sing 
to the students, encouraging everyone 
to join. The song was BINGO. It was 
simple, with a catchy tune, which 





SS —— An Undir Story 


-G-O, *(clap)I-N- 
















etition 


MERICA 


ensured that everyone was awake and 
alert, 

“There was a farmer, who had a 
farm, 

And Bingo was his name, Oh! 

B-I-N-G-O, B-I-N-G-O, B- 





G- 
oO! 

‘And Bingo was his name Oh!” 

This was repeated again and again, 
each repetition dropping one letter of 
the word BINGO, replacing it with a 
clap (*). Everyone joined in the singing 
and clapping : 

“There was a farmer, who had a 
farm, 

‘And Bingo was his name, Oh! 


* (clap) - L-N-G-O, * (clap) - 
1! 











‘And Bingo was his name Oh!" 
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(The ‘*” meant everyone had to clap 
instead of saying °B’). 


‘Then came : 

“##(clap, clap) N-G-O, **N-G-O, 
*N-G-0 

‘and Bingo was his name Oh!" 


‘This went on until it was all five claps 
to the rhythm of the song : 





‘And Bingo was his name Oh!” 





By now everyone in the audience was 
singing lutily and caught up in the rhythm 
‘and beat! It was great to see the watchman 
with his *Veerappan’ moustache, the 
eons in their khaki uniforms, the PT 
‘master, the teachers and even the principal 
joining int 


hhe teams were back now forthe last 
part - the quiz contest! The quiz 
‘master was ready. Brother Undir was on 








stage assisting, There were two rounds 
of questions. In the first round all three 
teams got a tum, with bonus points if the 
question was passed and the next team. 
answered it. The second round was a first 
‘come first served buzzer round. The frst 
‘question to team A was : 

What is the difference between 
COMPLEMENT and COMPLIMENT? 

‘There was whispering as Sister'steam 
discussed the matter. Finally Sister replied. 

“Complement with an ‘e’ means 
something that completes, together with 
another part it forms a whole. And 
compliment with an ‘i' means to 
prise.” 

“Right! Perfect answer! Ten points to 
team A!" announced the quiz mistress. 

‘The next question was to team B, 
soon, At the last question in the buzzer 
round, teams A and C were equal at 80 
points cach, Team B was lagging at 55 
points. There was suffused excitement as 
the last question was called 

‘What is the difference between 
STALACTITE 





‘STALAGMITE? 
For a few seconds no one buzzed. 
“Hurry! Team A! Hurry!” A shout was 
heard from the audience. “Come on! 
‘Come on!” more impatient voices 


Simultaneously, team C also 
buzzed. "Goahead team A!” said 
the quiz mistress. 

From Sister’steam Toffee 
replied, “One of them is the 
stuff that projects from the 
floor and the other from the 
ceiling!" 

“T’mafraid that’s not good 
‘enough! Would team C like to 
ty?” 

‘Yamina replied, “Calcium deposits that 
hang down from ceilings of caves like 
icicles are STALACTITES, and 
‘cylindrical deposits that project upwards 
from cave floors are STALAGMITES! 
Gosh! [hope I’ve not reversed them! 

“No you haven't! Congratulations 
‘Yamina!! Well done team C! That was 
lose!” 

‘There was much clapping from the 
audience as the results were announced. 
Even though the school was disappointed, 
they knew it was a fair win! 





t took a while for all the points to 
be added up. In spellings team A was 
first (three points) -a clear win. No 

cone was surprised as Sister Undir was 

a real queen at spellings. In Maths it 

‘was team B that got the top score (three 

points). Adding the quiz results, overall 

tedm C won - a narrow win, but a very 
clear win! How thrilled the Americans 





xX 


joined in, Egged on, Sister buzzed. 













‘were! And how appreciative that it was, 
all fair. But was it? Wondered Ms 
(Ohmson aloud in her thank you speech. 
“Thope this isnot an example of Indian 
hospitality! Secretly planning that the 
hosts lost!” 

Yamina, Bernard and Wang were 
stunned! Would their hard earned 
prize be returned out of politeness? 
‘They so wanted to win! How unfair! 
But the Principal assured the visitors 
that kids were kids and could not be 
controlled so perfectly. What a relief 
thought the visiting team! Afterall the 
Indian teams had given them quite a 
tough fight! 

‘What an exciting experience it had 
been! After exchanging snail mail and 
email addresses everyone said their 
‘good byes and were off! 


- Anuradha Khati Rajivan 
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Name : Nitisha Bunjun 

Age : 13 

Address ; Mahat Kabir lane 
vacoas, Mauritius 

Hobbies : Music & dance, making 
friends, reading novels, travelling and 
playing badminton 

Name : Amruta Sadanand Kadam 

Age: I 

Address : 1 A/2, Oak house 
Polchran Rd No.2, Glady Alwaris 
marg, Edenwoods, Thane (west), 


Hobbies : Watching T.V., reading 
books, drawing, playing chess, 
embroidery. 

Name : Vinay Pal Singh 

Age : 14 

Address : B- 594 Yamuna Vihar, 
Block -1, N-T.P.C Korba, Chattisgarh- 





495450. 

Hobbies : Reading, playing cricket 

and football, making friends and 
GOKULAM 
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singing. 

Name : S. Srivatsan 

Age: 10 

Address :E-74, Duraisami Road, 
TVS Nagar, Madurai 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, 
watching T.V, writing stories, drawing, 
gardening, reading jokes and working 
on the computer. 


Name : Saranya 
Age : 12 
Address : 38, Vaariyar colony, 


Venkata Rathinam Nagar II Extn, 
‘Adyar, Chennai - 20. 





Hobbies : Drawing, painting, 
collecting stamps, singing, dancing, 
reading books, making penpals. 


Name : YN. Suryadatt 

Age : 13 

‘Address ; 1030/F Gadag Road, 
Hubli, Kamataka - 580 020, 

Hobbies : Swimming, cycling, 
playing cricket, football, reading 
Gokulam and making friends. 


Name : Ashwini Sridhar 

Age : 10 

Address : Type ‘C’ 54/1, BARC 
Colony, Tarapur, Maharashtra - 
401 504, 

Hobbies: Collecting stamps, reading 
books, watching T.V, painting and 
singing. 

Name: P. Kirankumar 

Age : 15 

Address : G-1, Vijayapurna Apts, 
Venkateshwara Nagar, Dr. A.S. Rao- 
Nagar, ECIL Post, Hyderabad - 
500 062, 

Hobbies: Stone collection, bike 
riding, dancing and playing guitar, 


Name: M. Ramya Priyadharshini 

Age: 12 

Address : 1/533, Sripuram Colony, 
St. Thomas mount, Chennai - 600 016, 

Hobbies : Reading novels and story 
books, drawing, painting, listening to 
‘music, stitching, singing and dancing. 


Name : R. Nisheavidha 

Age : 12 

Address : A-6, Lakshmi Enclave, 
6 - Raja Rao street, East Tambaram, 
Chennai - 59. 

Hobbies : Reading books/novels, 





Penpals —_ 
dancing, watching T.V, reading 
Gokulam & writing to it. 


Name : V. Vivek 

Age : 13 

Address : H-105, T-2, Ist seaward 
road, Valmiki Nagar, Thiruvanmiyur, 
Chennai - 41, 

Hobbies : Stamp collecting, reading 
Gokulam, making friends, 


Name : Nita R. Koyande 

Age : 14 

‘Address : 23-D- Kapilavastu, 
Anushakti nagar, Mumbai - 400 094, 

Hobbies; Singing, dancing, 
cooking, reading, making penpals, 
watching movies and writing poems. 


Name : Subramanya A.S. 

Age: 15 

‘Address ; 438, Sharadha Nilaya, 
Laxmipuram, Arasikere, Hassan, 
Karnataka State - $73 103. 

Hobbies: Watching T.Y, reading 
books, cycling and drawing. 





Name : Ananya 

Age: 13 

Address: H-13, Maharani Bagh, 
First Floor, New Delhi - 110 065, 

Hobbies : Reading books, listening 
to music, cycling, writing, singing, 
dancing and making friends 


Name : PD. Manay 

Age :9 

Address : Flat No.501, Sukh 
Sangath apts, 10-3-98, Teacher's 
colony, East’ Marredpally, 
Secunderabad - 26 

Hobbies : Cricket, football, cycling, 
making friends, music and watching 
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I. MISSING 
‘What are the missing numbers? 


/\ 
of 


IS If TOO 
DIFFICULT: 


palindromes. Fill in the blanks with a 
palindrome. 
1. Mid-day (4) 
2. Look or peer (4) __ 
3. Rulers of Iran (5) 
4. Name of a git! (6) 
5. Formal way of addressing a lady 








(9) 





6. Principle on which a theory or 
belief is based (5) 
+S. Bala, Std.1X B, Nav Bharat 
Matric. H.SS., Thanjavur, 



























































[384 \ IV. WILD CHASE (Spot the wild 
animals) 
a6 
on u[c[eltfelvis[e 
-M.Vinodh, Vriddhachalam |S|C}M|I|NJAJ EF] 1) 
kal n[ ela] r[olfo 
IL. FUN WITH RIDDLES 
1. What has an eye butnohead? = [OL M| PLE} UI 6 XN 
2. Which word is always | O} E]E}R}|O]E}H|Y 
pronounced wrongly? 
'3, What fish do dogs tovetochase? || |] 8] K] 2) KIA 
4. Can a mouse jump higher than [| L[e[P[H[A|N|T 
your compoud wall”? 
5. What looks most like haifa L@L'] RL A{ FI FY] E | Wy 
banana? - J. Vijaykiran, Std. 1, 
= Glen D'Souza, 12 yrs. St. Premium Academic School. 
John’s Evangelist H.S., Mumbai, Ramachandrapura, Bangalort. 
Ill. PALINDROMES V (a) DANNY AND 
‘Words or sentences which read the JOHNNY 
same backwards are called _Thetwoboysarestanding ata vend- 
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ing machine with their coins. If you put 
25 paise coin into the machine, a 
sweet pops out. There are 19 yellow 
and 6red sweets. What is the maximum 
‘number of coins they would have to use 
to get two sweets of the same colour? 

-M. Vinodh, Vriddhachalam. 


V(b) KULLU AND VELLU 
Kullu’s father is Pallu and mother 

is Mallu. A little boy, Vellu's mother’s 
father's son-in-law is Kullu’s father, 
Pallu’s father-in-law’s daughter's son 
is Vellu. How are Kullu and Vellu 
related to each other? 
+H. Srinandini, Std. XI A, 

Assisi Mat. H.S.S., Chennai. 





V (c) GURU AND RAGHU 
Raghu’s watch is ten minutes slow 
tand he thinks itis five minutes fast. 
Guru's watch is five minutes fast 
and he thinks it is ten minutes slow. 
They plan to catch a bus that leaves at 
Five O'clock. Who gets there first? 
- R. Prasanna, Karur, 


VI. CROSSWORD 
Fill in with the help of the clues 
given : 








CLUES : 


Across : 
1. What we gain through learning (9) 
6. Drops of condensed moisture 
forming on cool surfaces at night (3) 
7. Past tense of ‘sit’ (3) 
9, Move forward like a wave (5) 
10. To stay (6) 





Down: 
2. Not old (3) 
3. A place where we give clothes to 
be washed (7) 
4, Bump into something forcefully 
@) 
5. To come in (5) 
8. A large quantity of something (4) 
11, A citrous fruit (5) 
- R. Divya, Std. VITB, 
St. Joseph’s High School, 
Pashan, Pune. 


VII. FISH QUIZ 

1. To which group of animals do 
sharks belong? 

2. What isthe food of a scorpionfish? 

3. For what purpose is the “beak’ of 
‘a parrotfish used? 

4. Which fish causes enormous 
damage to the coral reef during its 
feeding? 

5. Sharks and rays 
cannot perceive colour, 


- TS. Balu, 
Chennai, 


ANSWERS ON 
PAGE : 59 
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M'SAP CHANDRA, sid. Ix. 
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Once a man 
answered his door 
bell and found a 
friend anda large 
dog outside. 
“Come in” he said 
heartily. So the 
friend entered, 
followed by the 
dog. 








During 
the next 
hour, 
the dog 
knocked 
overan 
expensive 
vase... 








w Chased the 
host's cat 
up the 
stairs... 


THE 
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ran 
helter-skelter 
and finally 
fell over 
the best 
chair in 
the 
house. 





























When the guest 
rose to leave, his 
host handed him 
his coat and hat, 
“Please do 
remember to take 
your dog with 
you" he said 
politely, heaving 
asigh of rel 

















His friend 
was taken aback 
but replied calmly 
“Thave no dog. 

I thought the dog 
was yours!” 
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LAST TRIP TO PAKISTAN 
As the Samjnauta express and the spe- 
cial bus from Delhi to Lahore made their 
last journey, tears of unhappiness trickled 
down the forlorn faces of many people. AS 
they departed, thousands of people peered 
to have one last glance at their friends and 
kin, Many of them had come toattend fam 
ily reunions and functions. But due to the 
strained relationships between India and 

Pakistan they had to cut short ther trip, 
Why should the common man suffer 
because of political differences between 
Pakistan and India? Why should the inno- 
cent people fall prey to decisions taken by 

the political bosses? 

« Srividya Shankar, Std.VIl, 
South Point High School, Kolkata. 


TEACHERS Vs COMPUTERS 
[sit possible that some day a small box 
of wires and circuits can replace our re- 
spected teachers? 
Computers are things which give us 
knowledge in ‘bookish’ language. It simply 





ER REIL 
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teaches us the concepts of science and 
‘maths, But teachers teach us the concepts 
of maths and science experimentally and 
practically. They teach us many extra cur- 
‘icular activities lke painting, dancing et. 
Teachers are much more concerned about 


VIEWS MAY 
DIFFER 








us than computers. 

No doubt we have many sites in the 
Internet to which we can log in to gain 
Knowledge. But can every body afford to 
buy a computer with an Internet connec 
tion? Canit give you the joy of experiment- 
ing, reasoning and interacting? Think 
again! 

Computers are machines which obey 
‘our commands, but teachers are those 
whom we obey in order to make our future 
bright. 

-V. Prabhavathy, Std. IX, 
DAV Centenary Public School, Ghaziabad. 


POPULATION THREAT 

One of the major problems faced by In- 
dia s over population. China stands frst in 
terms of population, But the Chinese have 
tackled itin a positive manner and utilised 
their human resources properly and to the 
maximum extent. Today the Indian market 





is looded with Chinese goods. Like China, 
if India also uses its human resources in 
the right way then no doubt, one day every 
market in the world will be flooded with In- 
dian goods. This is a strategy that every 
boy and git! must think about. 
~G. Saranya, Std. IKE, 
Mahatma School, Madurai. 


BEAUTY OF NATURE 
Preserving nature is one thing... appre- 
ciating i, is quite another. There is so much 
‘beauty all around us to touch, fel, hearand 
see, Nature is $0 miraculous. t is always 
‘changing. No matter how many times you 
look at something, it is always different. 
God, has bestowed upon us the best of 
best gifts one can ever have - Natur. 
Nature brings beauty into our lives and 
is traly an intrinsic part of our lives. 
Let us first learn to appreciate nature. 
Only then can we help to preserve it. 
~ Arthy Balakrishnan, Std. VI 
B.S.S.S., Chennai. 








S jE EW POINT 


MAN'S INHUMANITY TO ANIMALS 


Qut on a brisk walk early one morning, 
my eyes fell ona most dreadful sight. What 
| saw chilled my blood. A goat was being 
slaughtered on the road, in front of a meat 
shop. | was simply shooked. The pavement 
was certainly not the place for slaughter! 

‘The mushrooming of meat shops in our 
cities present a gory sight. One can see 
shops selling meat opposite temples and 
hospitals, near schools and colleges and on 
the main thoroughfares. Children go to 
schools and return ome along these roads. 





Such sights Wan Cause trauma in their 
minds. 

Not just that. The meat sellers carry out 
their trade without any care for hygiene. 
They dump the waste in the roadside drain 
‘or even on the road. 

The civic bodies do not seem to be en- 
thusiastic in enforcing orders issued years 
‘ago prohibiting the slaughter of birds and 
animals in the open. 

Is there no limit to man’s cruelty? Do 
we spare a thought as to how the birds, 
animals and sea creatures are killed before 

are cooked? 

Je practice cruelty in the name of reli- 
gion. Sacrifice of animals isan essential part 
‘of the ritual during pujas in many of our 
temples. We do not want to hurt the senti- 
ments of the devotees. But, is this not a 
‘gruesome practice in the name of religion? 

= Sukhendu Dutta, Kolkata. 
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n the south of Luo Yang city in China 

there once lived a man named Du 
Kang, He was a wonderful wine maker 
and everyone, even the emperor, had 
heard of him. People from the 
neighbouring countries also came to buy 
hhis wine and to learn the trade from Du 
Kang. 

Du Kang taught his trade only to 
those whom he knew were 
honest. He 
turned all the 
dishonest men 


away. They 
became his 
enemies and 
made life 
difficult for him, 
Tited of his 


WINE 
COME ES 
rT TO 


endless work, one day Du Kang decided 
to go away for a while. It was at this time 
that the emperor wanted to taste his wine. 
He sent for Du Kang. 

The emperor's men came to Du 
Kang’s house and asked for him. 

“My husband is away,” said Du 


A CHINESE TALE 


Patt 
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ES 
BE 


Kang’s wife. “He will not be back for a 
long time.” 

But the emperor's men did not want 
to go back without Du Kang. They knew 
the emperor would be angry if they did. 







r 4 

BD “Wrere are your 
8 50057 We will 
have to take them instead,” 
shouted the strongest of 
them, 
“T have only one child, He 


FING 


is only fourteen and knows nothing about 
Wine-making, Please leave my son alone 





fa 


and go back. Tell the kind emperor that 


my husband is away on business,” 
pleaded Du Kang’s wife. 
“We cannot and will not go without 


‘your son," said another of the emperor's 





men, 

The woman loved her 
only child Yuwa, and did not want to 
part with him. She was very sad about 
sending him so far but there was nothing 
she could do about it. So she packed a 
bag of grain for making wine and sent 
‘Yuwa with the emperor's men. 

It took them five days to reach the 
capital city. Yuwa was introduced to the 
‘emperor. But the emperor was not at all, 
happy to see the young boy 





J nota little child,” he shouted angrily. 
Theemperor then ordered his soldiers 


the city. Yuwa was told never to 
come back again. 


P™: Yuwa found himself 
alone in a strange land, He 
needed food and shelter. So he walked 
through many cities and towns. He did 
smal jobs for people to eam his living, 

One day as he was resting under a 
tree, he thought of the grain that his 
mother had given him. “I must save it It 
may be useful some day,” said Yuwa to 
himself 

To save the grain from bad weather 
and insects, he put it in a vat. Then, he 
poured some water and covered the vat 
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with a woody plant. 


tuwa went on doing small jobs. | 
He was busy most part ofthe day 
‘and had no time to think about the vat. 
Twelve days passed before he had a 
chance to rest. That day he was very tired 
and thirsty. Sadly, there was no water in 
his room and he did not have the energy 
to go out for some. Then he remembered 
vat 

“Of course! There's some waterin the 
vat", he said smiting brightly. He fetched 
the vat from a comer of the room. He 
‘opened the lid and was about to drink the 
contents when suddenly he stopped. 

AA strange and pleasing smell came 
from the vat. He tasted the liquid in it. It 
was delicious! Yuwa was excited. He 
invited his friends and neighbours totaste 
the new liquid. They too liked it. “It is 








‘Yuwa's liquid was soon found to cure 
illnesses. One day, the news got around 
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that the 
emperor's 
life was in 
danger. A 
fish bone 
had got 
stuck in his 
throat, He 
needed 
Someone to 
help him. 

Yuwa 
decided to try 
his luck. “My 
S new liq 
jjcures 
‘Y illnesses. It 
may help the 

emperor. It will also help 
‘me go back to my own house,” 

he said to himself. He went bravely 
‘into the capital city and to the palace. 

He gave the emperor some of his new 
liquid. The emperor swallowed it slowly. 
‘The liquid softened the fish bone and the 
emperor pulled it out easily. Yuwa had 
saved the emperor's life! The emperor 
was happy. He invited Yuwa to live in 
his palace as long as he pleased. 

From that day vinegar found an 
important place on the emperor's dining 
table. He did not and would not eat his, 
food without it. 

When the emperor died of old age, 
Yuwa became emperor. He was called Di 
Yu or Emperor Yu. The people of China 
remember him as the person who first 
made Vinegar. 











Suryachakradhar 





agaan, a great hit, is perhaps 

I still being viewed in many parts 

of the country with the same 

zeal and enthusiasm thatitevoked when 
itwas originally released! 

The story goes back to the days of 
the British Raj in India -a time when a 
portion of the farmer's harvested crop 
had to be paid as tax to the ruler, This 
tax was known as Lagaan, 

CChampaneris a small farming village 
in Central India. The farmers of this 
village depend on agriculture for their 
livelihood, On the outskirts of the 
Village is the British cantonment. 
‘Monsoons have failed, The farmers 
look skyward in anxiety. They would 
have to starve if there was no rain from 
the heavens. To rub salt into this wound, 
adouble tax is announced. 

‘The villagers led by their young hero 
Bhuvan (Aamir Khan) are challenged 
by the British toa game that they boast 
off as ‘theirs’ - a game of cricket! The 
result of this match would decide the 
fate of the villagers - tax or no tax. 

A good 1 ¥% hours of the film 
revolves around this match, keeping, 
viewers on the edge of their seats and 
children cheering and applauding as if 





LAGAAN | 


DOES INDIA PROUD 


watching a real match. So real, the film 
attracts hundred thousands of viewers 
all over - A great box office hi 





The film is the result of the 


ambitious project conceived by the 
writer ~ director Ashutosh Gowariker. 
Aamir Khan Productions was born to 
realise this ambition in 1994, Shooting 
‘on location in a single five - and - a - 
half month schedule, Lagaan was the 
result of great understanding and co- 
operation among the members of the 
350 strong family. 

With AR Rahman scoring the music 
and with the veteran costume designer 
Bhanu Athaiya (the first Indian to 
receive an Oscar for’her costume 
designing in Attenborough’s ‘Gundhi’), 
the filmis a perfect success 
intaking the viewers back 
in time while still 
appealing to the audience 
of today. A neat balance! 

Lagaan has done 
India proud. It is one of 
the very few non- 
English films that have 
gone into the final 
round of selection for 
the world’s most 
prestigious award in 
the film industry - 
‘THE OSCAR. 















Congratulations to 


the LAGAAN team and 
for you readers a posteron 
page 40, ‘ 






PRAYER 


MY CHOCOLATE TREE 


[ wish 1 nad a chocoate tree 

Then, | would get chocolates free. 

On my birthday, ! would pluck sweets, 
For all the friends | happen to meet. 


But it was only a dream that never came 
true; 
‘What do you suppose | did do? 
{iran to the garden and looked all 
around, 
Sadly, | found only small plants on the 
ground. 


Yet, | still wish 1 had a chocolate tree, 
To get my chocolates absolutely free! 
~ R. Abhilasha, Std. tl, 
Good Shepherd School, Siliguri. 





PORT POURRI 

Silent holy words to say, 

When difficulties and trials come 
your way. 

A soft hymn that calms your mind, 

‘The peace, no where else you can 

find. 








An address to God up above, 
To say you care, to say you love. 
To thank him for all you have got 
To assure him, you'll displease him 


not. 
So, say a prayer everyday, 
For, God will bless and guide your 
way! 
~ Purvi Ashar, Std. IX, J.B.Vachha 
High School, Mumbai. 


SCHOOL 


hat is aschool? 





Atemple 
With teachers kind and simple. 

















Happy always with ourteachers, 
Uke we are with our mothers. 
‘Suchis the relationship 

During this joyous, educational tip, 
~Akshaya Ramnath, Std. Vil,Bharath 
Senior Secondary School, Chennai, 


His writings were simple but - A TRIBUTE 


enchanting; 


















Witty, humourous and thought 
provoking. 
Essaying at length on many features 


That cannot be absorbed from lectures! 


Beginning with SWAMI AND FRIENDS 
He satisfied all trends. 
MALGUDI DAYS cheered with a clap, 
The fictitious town now on the 


literature map! 


Perhaps the best of his works was 
THE GUIDE 
That even attracted the cine 
pride! = 
Such a legendary figure we'll ¥ 
never find, f 
Whose memory we'll forever 


cherish in our mind. 

- V; Poornaa, Std. IX, 
DAV Public School, 
Hyderabad 








Rahul : My uncle invented 
something that enables 
people to walk through 

walls, 

Rohit : Really! What is it? 

Rahul : A door! 

~K. Gunasekhar, 

Std. IX, Jubilee School, 
jangalore 


ANG’: (OU TAUGH, 
Ven WEALLLAUGH.. 





F Cae 


Weds 








Waiter : Sir, you have 
forgotten something! 
Customer : No. I don't 
think so, I have paid the bill. 
Thave also paid your tips. 
Waiter : But, Sir, 
you have forgotten to 
eat your food! 
- Abhishek H. 
Nair, Std. VII, 
CBSE, ACW, 
























worked! Subbu is 
‘now busy and finally 
ut of my way. 











= Shweta D’Cruz, Age 10, St. Joseph's HS, Mumbai. 
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WHAT IS 


© S, Jagadish, Chennai- 45. 

2 What is endoscopy and what is 
biopsy? 

1 The visualisation of the interior 


organs and cavities of the body with an 
endoscope is called endoscopy. The 
endoscope is a medical instrument 
which consists ofa flexible hollow tube 
with a lens at one end. Light 





transmitting threads called optical fibres 
extend along the inside of the tube. The 
endoscope is directly inserted into the 
organ being examined. The optical 
fibres shed light onthe tissue and permit 
viewing through the lens. There are 
several types of endoscopes. For 
example, gastroscope is used to 
examine the stomach; a bronchoscope 
is used to examine the upper passages 
of the lungs. Endoscope is used for 
diagnosis as well as treatment of the 
disease. Certain types of surgery can be 
performed through the endoscope. 





Biopsy is a surgical procedure by 
which a small piece of living tissue is 
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| TABLET? 


removed from an organ or any part of 
the body and is sent for microscopic 
‘examination to establish a diagnosis, 
estimate prognosis and to follow the 
course of a disease. Like endoscopes, 
there are several types of biopsies. 
Punch biopsy, needle biopsy, aspiration 
biopsy are a few of them, 

@ Y. V. K. Sridhar, Chennai 

? What isa tablet? For any disease, 
@ tablet taken goes to the stomach. 
Then how does it work on the disease 

!Atablet is a solid form of synthetic 
chemicals. It may be compressed or 
molded, as is needed. It may be of any 
size, shape and colour. Most tablets are 
intended to be swallowed whole but 
some may be chewed in the mouth. The. 
tablet dissolves in the mouth, stomach 
or intestine. The active ingredients of 
the tablet are absorbed into the blood 
and thus they circulate all along the 
body through the blood. Then they 
reach the diseased sites and act 
wherever they are needed. Forexample, 
sulfa drug is used to treat some diseases 
caused by bacteria, After swallowing, 
the drug reaches the blood. It operates 
by interfering with the normal 















bacteria cells. All 
living cells need 
folic acid to grow 
and reproduce 
Bacteria need 
chemical called 
para-aminobenzoic 
acid ( PABA) to 


metabolism of the 
APRA 














produce folic acid 
Chemically sulfa drug 
and PABA are almost 
the same. The only 
difference is that the 
sulfa drug has sulphur 
atoms whereas PABA 
has carbon atoms, 
Bacteria cannot make 
out the difference 
between the two and 
absorbs sulfa drug from 
the blood. This 
prevents the 
production of folic 
acid. Without folic acid 
bacteria cannot grow 
and reproduce, Thus, 
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© Vandana G. 
Kenny, Goa 

? Why is wisdom 
tooth called so? 

! Human beings 
grow two types of 
teeth: 1. Milk teeth, 
2. Permanent teeth. 
The first milk tooth 
begins to appear at 
the age of 6 months 
‘and the last milk tooth 
appears at the age of 
20-25 months. Then 
they fall out gradually 
carly in life, They are 
replaced one by one 

by the permanent teeth, 








sulfa drug keeps ‘The first permanent 


reproducing and 
allows the body's own defence to kill 
them, 

© B. Sherlin Ownita, Trichy-1 

? Does skipping really help in the 
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increase of height? 

1 Yes. Skipping somehow stimulates 
the bony growth. Ifone does it regularly 
from childhood, ithelps to increase his 
or her height. 


age of 6 years. 
There are 32 permanent teeth, They 
consist of four kinds of teeth — incisor, 
canine, premolar and molar. Each jaw 
has 4 incisors, 2 canines, 4 premolars 
and 6 molars. The last molar teeth 
normally erupt between the ages of 17 
to 21 years, when wisdom dawns, 
Hence, they are traditionally called 
“wisdom teeth”. But there is no 
biological correlation between wisdom 
and the teeth. Wisdom still lingers or 
even deepens afier their extraction! 
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Things needed : A tin can (an 
empty milk maid can washed 
clean and dried will be ideal), a 
sheet of plain white paper, chart 
paper or card board in any desired 
colour and ofcourse things you'll 
need to draw, colour, cut and 
paste. 

Method : Cover the tin with the 
sheet of white paper and paste it 
neatly. Out of the coloured paper, 
draw and cut out any design that 
you like - an apple, a smiling face, 
a pretty sun flower etc. Paste it 
‘on the can. Place your tooth 
brushes in it. 

You have your tooth brush 


HAVE A 
NICE DAY! 





stand greeting you every morning! 
Note : You can also use this as 

a pencil stand. 
- V. Gopalakrishnan, Std Vil, 
DAV Public School, New 
Panvel. 


Dear Readers, 


We call your attention! 


%* You are most welcome to send in your 

contributions to Gokulam either by post or 

by e-mail. However, there is no guarantee 

that it will be published. It is also not 

possible for us to tell you when it will be 

published. But, if you require your contri- 

butions to be sent back to you on rejection, 

then you must enclose a self addressed, stamped envelope. 

And remember every contribution sent by you should give details of 


your 


- Name, Age, Class, Name and address of school, 


Residential address and a declaration stating that the 
contribution is your original creation (if not the source must 


be mentioned). 


You will receive a participation certificate from us if your contribution 
is published. At the end of the one year period ending June 2002, 
the person with most number of participation certificates will receive 
a special prize. Collect your certificates and keep them carefully. 

WISH YOU GOOD LUCK! 


Editor 
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rilata led them into the tunnel that had 

the inscription slab. There were again 
side tunnels on either side. Srilata 
carefully counted these side tunnels, and 
when she had reached the third tunnel, 
she stopped. “This must be it", she said, 
stopping before the entrance of the third 
tunnel 

The children gathered around the 
entrance and scanned it carefully to see if 
it had any special features that would 
indicate that it was the right one. There 
seemed to be none. 

Srilata was disappointed. “I had hoped 
that there would be a similar slab of 
inscription on this one”, she said. 

“Look, there is an inscription on this 
tunnel”, called Venkat trom further down. 
He was standing @ front of the tunnel on 
the opposite side. 

The — children 
tushed to where 
Venkat was. Sure 
enough, the slab with 
the inscription and the 
diagonal lines was there. 
Five lines this time and the 
lines sloped to the right. 

“Now | get it,” said 
Srilata "It means the fifth 
tunnel, on the side towards 
Which the lines are slanting.” 

The children rushed along the tunnel, 
carefully counting the tunnels that they 
encountered on the side pointed to by the 
lines on the slab. When they came to the 
fifth tunnel, there was another slab with 
inscriptions. 

They had at last discovered some 
signalling system of the maze and they 
{followed it excitedly. Willit lead them out 
of the maze? It had better; it was their 
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only hope. They did not have much of a 
choice anyway. 


The stone signals finally led them into 
alarge room and ater that they could not 
locate any similar clue in any of the 
‘tunnels leading out of the room. 

twas getting late in the afternoon and 
‘the underground tunnel system was 
already becoming dark. The children once 
‘again began to despair. 

But Srilata kept their hopes alive. 
“There must be something special inthis 
room, otherwise the signs wouldn't point 
to it”, she said “Let us spread out and 
‘examine the room carefully.” 

The children broke up and gave every 
‘nook and comer of the room a careful 
look. A great granite sia on the wal could 

not escape their attention. The slab 






again carried inscriptions, which 
unfortunately, they could not read. But 
when they had cleared it off the moss, 
they discovered patterns 

carved onit. They stood 

backto get a 

fullview. The 

slab was 


about four feet by five feet. It carried some 
text at the bottom and above it was a 
‘geometrical pattern, consisting of squares 
and lines, 

“Obviously, the squares represent 
rooms andthe lines tunnels”, said Ambika 


for that seemed to be the most 
plausible explanation. 

“This then must be the map of 
the tunnel system”, said Venkat, 
“it should show the way out.” 

They noted that the lines! 





radiated from a central area that was 
circular, When they looked at the room in 
Which they were standing, they noted that 
it was circular too, in contrast to the 
rooms that they had so far visited 

“This must be where we are now,” said 
Srilata, placing her finger at the circle on 
the slab, “Ambika, just count the number 
of tunnels leading out of the room,” 

“Eight’, shouted Ambika atter a while, 

“I guessed so”, said Srilata, “there are 
eight lines radiating out ofthe circle here.” 

“So at least we now know where we 
are”, said Venkat his voice betraying abit 
of sarcasm. 

The children examined closely each of 
the eight lines radiating out of the circle, 

“Do you see that some ofthe lines lead 
‘no where? They just double back to the 
point from where they start, We need to 
{ind a line that leads out’, said Srilata, 

The children went about it 
methodically; they knew that their lives 
‘depended on their success, 

“The fourth line seems to be the one”, 
said Srilata at last. "Ambika you must 
cross check, We need to be doubly sure,” 
iy are you 80 sad, Ram? 
ly wile said she wouldn't 
talk to me for 30 days, 

Balu : But why should that make 
you sad? 

Ram : Today is the last day! 

= Mayura 8. Dhapare, 
‘Age 12, VPM's B.R. Tol English 
High School, Mumbai. 











‘Ambika confirmed that the fourth line 
indeed did not lead to a dead end. 

For the frst time there was a smile of 
relief on their faces. 

“Quick, get me a paper and pencil, We 
will note down all the twists and tums. 
We can't afford to make any mistakes or 
‘We will once again get lost’, said Srilata 
with a shudder. 

Soon they had copied the way out as 
indicated by the drawing on the slab, 
Following i they came toa stairway in no 
time, 

“Hurray, we have done it", shouted 
Venkat as they raced the last lap out of 
tha tunnel system, 

Soon they were above ground, 

“Whew, that was a close shave", said 
Ambika, 

“There is no time to lose, we have ust 
about an hour of light lett and we have a 
long way to go," said Srilata, readying 
herself for the long journey back. 

“We do have. very exciting tale to tll 
‘our class tomorrow”, said Ambika, 

“Itwould have been so much better if 
we could have located the treasure too", 
said Venkat wistfully, 

“Don't be greedy", admonished 
Ambika, 

“Yes, we ought to be grateful that we 
are still alive and have come out of the 
maze of tunnels," added Srilata, 

When they reached the outskirts ofthe 
village, night had already descended on 
the forest. As they passed llangovan's hut, 
they could hear the gentle bleating of his 
goats, They did not tarry to greet him, 
They were so tired that all they wished 
was to crawl into their beds and geta good 
Aight’ slep. 
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But the curse took immediate effect. 
for the| 


That was how 
‘Then sage Durvasa felt sorry f Rama! That was how 
Brahmin. 








Just then the gods appeared... 
vA = 




















protector of devotees... 
am really honoured. 
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Adalaj Vav a 
five level octagonal step - well 

‘complex is said to have been built towards the end of the 15th century 
by the Vaghela chief Vairasimha, Situated beneath a hardly noticeable 
mound near Ahmedabad, it is about 30 metres in depth and 75 metres 
in length. It has 101 steps, 270 pillars and 65 enclosures holding 
statues and mythological depictions, There are four big balconies 
where the members of the royal family could relax and view the rituals 


going on below. 

The grand procession of the steps leading to water, with landings 
inbetween, not only creates convenient stops to rest, but also serves 
as platforms for conversation with friends and neighbours. 

The sandstone procured from Rajasthan for building the wells is 


decorated with elephants, horses, mythical animals, dancing maidens, 
musicians, floral themes, creeper patterns and lotuses, 

‘The step-well also reveals how the level of underground water 
hhas gone down over the years. It is said that in the 1950s, the water 
used to come right up to the first floor. Now, it remains only in the 
well 

Besides being an extraordinary form of underground water 
conservation system, the Adalaj Vav is also certainly an unique 
architectural feat. 

Incase you visit Ahmedabad as a tourist, do not forget to see this 
step-well! 





~G.Y. Joshi 
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Is it not amazing that a 
child born in a poor 
candlemaker's family, 
as the fifteenth of 
seventeen children, 
should rise to great 
heights? He had 
done it by his own 
determination and 
hard work. 
orn in Boston on 
the 17th of January 
1706, Ben taught himself 
to read and write, when he 
was quite young. He joined 
a school when he was eight 
years old, but was forced to 


discontinue his studies after just ——f 


two years, as his father was 
unable to pay for his education. 3 = 
Ben was at first put to 
work as a candle maker. 

Later Ben was sent to 
work in a printing press. 
There he learnt to set 
type and to run the 
press, This seemed to be the turning 
point in his life, With an 
unquenchable thirst for knowledge, 
Ben read, understood and 
assimilated whatever book he could 
get hold of, He learnt Arithmetic, 
Algebra, Geometry, Navigation, 
Grammar and Logic - all by himself! 
He learnt to write very well and 
contributed his writings under the 
pseudonym of Mrs. Silence 
Dogwood. 


t the age of twenty one, Ben 
organised a discussion group 


a TRULY 
SELF MADE MAN 








young 
mechanics and 
tradesmen of 
Philadelphia, Later this 
group bloomed into ‘The 
‘American Philosophical 
Society’, Ben also 
founded the first 
circulating library in 
America. He remembered 
his own childhood days 
when he had to forgo food 
=in order to be able to buy 


the books! 
Ben set up the fire 
department and 


helped in establishing the first 
American fire insurance company. 
The Academy of Pennsylvania 
established by him later grew into 
the University of Pennsylvania. He 
became the Post Master General in 
1753. He made — several 
improvements and placed the postal 
services on a paying basis. 

By the time Ben was 42, he had 
made enough money to be able to 
retire from printing business and 
devote his entire time and energy 
towards scientific experiments and 
public services. His experiments 
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[A BIRBAL STORY 
AT A DINNER 


At a dinner hosted by Emperor 
Akbar in his palace, several delicious 
dishes and many varieties of fruits 
were served. As always, Birbal was 
seated next to the king. 

Akbar wanted to tease Birbal and 
watch his reaction. This he always 
enjoyed! 

The king began to drop the seeds 
of the fruits on the ground and he 
pushed them under Birbal’s feet. 


Birbal was totally unaware of what was: 
happening. 





Avtior a white Akbar asked aloud, 
sounding very surprised, “Birbal, look 
Under your feet! How many seeds! You 
should know your limits. You have 
bean eating too many fruits. | am wor- 
ried about your health now." 

Birbal did not hesitate to reply. He 
was always ready with an answer. “Oh 
king! | am more concerned about your 





‘That much for Birbal’s wit. 
+S. Dharshana, 
Std Vi, 
‘Anna Adarsh Matric, 
‘Chennai. 
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with electrostatics and electricity are 
very interesting. His very famous 
book ‘Experiments and observations 
on electricity’ contains the principles 
of electricity as he had discovered 
and deduced. Later this book was 
translated into several other 
languages. 


Bes, cuictioerephy is 
considered to be a classic. 
Every possible scientific honour was 
conferred on him. He was elected 
to the ‘Royal Society of London’ and 
“The Royal Academy of Science’ in 
Paris. America printed her first 
postal stamp in 1847, with Ben's, 
likeness on it, as a tribute to his 
valuable contributions to the postal 
system. 


en was a great American 

statesman who helped to draft 
The Declaration of Independence 
and also signed it. To put it in a 
nutshell, Ben was a statesman, 
prints scientist, writer; 
humanitarian all rolled into one. The 
children in U.S.A. fondly remember 
him as ‘uncle Franklin’ just as we 
remember ‘chacha Nehru’ and 
“Bapu Gandhi’. 

Benjamin Franklin's life-size arfd 
life-like statue placed in the premises 
of The University of Pennsylvania, 
attracts children like a powerful 
magnet. They sit on his lap, embrate 
him and kiss him as if he were a real 
person! 





—Visalakshi Ramani 
Coimbatore 
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I. MISSING 
48 and 3072, The number at 
each level is multiplied by 8. 


IL. FUN WITH RIDDLES 
1. A needle 2. Wrongly 3. 
Catfish 4. Yes, your compound 














wall cannot jump 5. The other 


half. 
™ third sweet will match that of one of 


the other 
II. PALINDROMES een 


1.Noon 2. Peep3.Shahs4.Hannah, —_y (b) KULLU AND VELLU 





















































‘5. Madam 6. Tenet Brothers. 

IV. WILD CHASE V (c) GURU AND RAGHU 
Guru gets the bus and Raghu 

ui clelrfelvis misses it. 

s{¢t ult Tt aT VI. CROSSWORD 

HEP 

o| me ul elk 

E ol Ef aly 

J afelxlt| kta 

meee eH 

Repeat ee | we 
































VIL. FISH QUIZ 
V (a) DANNY AND JOHNNY 1, Fish 2. Crabs and shrimps 3. 
Three. If the first two sweets are not Scraping corals 4. Parrotfish 5. Lack 

ofthe same colour, the colour of the of cone cells in the eyes, 
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Insects are the only 
animals without back- 
bones that can fly. The 
wasp is one such insect. 


-Aazhi The wasp has two feel- 

ers (antennae) on its head 

with the help of which it can hear. Besides a 

pair of large compound eyes, it also has 

three simple eyes, At the far end of the 
abdomen, is the sting, 


Fossils of wasps which 
are very ancient, have been found in Alaska, Found in 
between the barks of trees, it is estimated that they lived 
very long ago - roughly sixty million years ago. 














Some 





Wasps are kinds of 
brightly coloured J wasps 
~yellow and black \) build their 
stripes, Many wasps live in groups and nests in 
are called social wasps. There are also the shape 
other species which are solitary of a pot. 
and lay their eggs in individual ‘They use par- 


nests, Y ticles of sand and clay and 
ind them together with 
their saliva, 


Some other kinds build 
‘papery’ nests. The wasps 
chew up dead leaves, twigs 
and wood. They mix this well 
with their saliva, make a paste and 
their nests. ‘The cells of the nest are hexagonal and the nest is formed in a se- 
ries of floors. The nests hang downward from the branches of trees. 
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entrance 















































worker 
y 
it wasps 
Comte? P 
1 SGN queen's cell 


Some wasps build their nests 
under the sand too! 




















‘eath of the hexagonal éells spring. 
= roughly 50,000 eggs in alll 
The eggs hatch and the 
‘grubs’ are reared, Most of 
‘hehe groWe up fo be worker. 
walps. 


‘asps are very use- 
ful animals as they feed 
on pests like spiders and 
cockroaches. Wasps inject 
poison into the body of 
theif prey with the help of their 
stings. When the prey falls dead, the / wasps begin to feed. 





turn into 









male 


wasps and queen 
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‘wasps. With the arrival of winter, the 
entire colony of 50,000 wasps dies, 
Only the young mated queen wasps 


‘att She lah on ext dn survive, to lay eggs in the coming 


‘The tiny needle-like projection at the end of the ab- 
domen is really the cover for the sting inside. The 
sting is ejected out from this cover when the wasp 

attacks its enemy. 






Some wasps lay their eggs inside the body of 
caterpillars and worms. When the eggs 
hatch, the tiny grubs begin to feed 
‘on the caterpillar itself. 







> ‘Some wasps are lazy. They do not build 
i nests. Instead, they lay their eggs inside the, 
4 nests built by other wasps. 


The smallest species. of 


The world’s largest sp 5 wasps are smaller than ants! 
seen sai a ha apnea pad They are found in plenty,on 
and there are as many as 20,000 kinds of this fig trees. They help in po}lj- 
species alone! With ite strong sense of smell, | "sionandthe growth of figs, 

it detects even the tiniest of insects ‘ 
deeply buried in the barks of 
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am was a woodcutter. He 

lived with his wife Kamala 
ina small village. Although 
very poor, Ram and Kamala 
were a kind hearted couple. 

‘One fine evening a travel- 
ler came to Ram's house. “! |° 
have not eaten for two days. 
Please give me some food" 
he asked. 

“We have no food, But we 
have some gruel that we have 
made for ourselves. Do be 
seated and we can share it 
with you" replied the generous 
couple. 

“Anything that you have is 
good for me, a poor man like 
me” said the traveller. 

In no time, the tired travel- 
ler drank all the gruel that was avail- 
able. Ram and Kamala had no re- 
grets that they went hungry that 
night. Instead they were filled with 
joy that they had helped the 
‘old man. They also re- 
quested the traveller to stay 
in their hut that night. 

The next morning when 
the traveller was about to leave, he 
presented the couple with a pot and 
sald “I am actually a sage. | have 
heard so much about your gener- 
sity and kind heartedness. Now | 
have seen it for myself. This is a 
‘magic pot. Utter these magic words 
and you will know its powers. | bless 
you. Be happy and prosperous.” So 
Saying he taught them the magic 
words. 











GENEROSIT' 


he pot was indeed magical. 
Kamala could now cook any 
amount of delicious dishes in it. She 
could make large quantities to feed 
the others in the village. Ram and 
Kamala were also contented with 
whatever the others paid them for 
the meal. They were always ready 
to help the needy and the hungry. 
The greedy king soon heard 
about the magic pot. He went to 


‘a3 | 
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teach him the magic 
words and they did, 

The king held the pot 
in his hands and uttered 
the magic words. Noth- 
ing happened, He tried 
over and over again, but 
in vain. 

In great anger, the 
king flung the pot onto 
the ground and broke it 
to pieces. 





J ust as the pot broke, 
in its place stood the 
sage who had gifted the 
pot. The sage spoke to 
the king, 

“Your duty as a king 
is to help the poor and 
needy. Instead, you 
have always been self- 
ish and greedy. Look at 











Ram's house disguised as a trav- 
eller, “Let me have some food from 
your magic pot. | have heard so 
much about it" said the king. Ram 
and Kamala served the king not 
knowing who he actually was. 

“Bring that pot to me" ordered the 
king stillin disguise as he was about 
to leave. Ram and Kamala were 
shocked, 

“But we did no harm, sir” they 
begged. “This is not our pot in the 
first place. A sage who visited our 
house gave it us. Please have 
meroy on us, sir" cried Ram. 

The king was adamant. He 
threatened Ram and Kamala to 
GOKULAM 
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Ram and Kamala. Al- 
though poor, they always think of 
others.” So saying the sage disap- 
peared. 

Ram and Kamala were shocked 
to learn that the king had come in 
disguise, 

The king realised his folly. “I have 
realised my sin, Please forgive me. 
You can work in my palace from 
tomorrow and | shall attend to my 
citizens with more care and con- 
cern" promised the king. 

=M, Arjun 
Stdv, 

Carmel Garden. 
Coimbatore. 
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THE RIDE 


Once, I had been to 
Essel World, Mumbai with my 
cousins. We enjoyed all the rides 
and had a lot of fun. Finally, we 
got onto the roller coaster. 
That's when the most terrible 
thing happened. 

As the ride began to gain 
speed, there was a power failure 
and all of a sudden everything came to a 
stand still. We screamed and shouted in fear and 
tension, as at that very moment we were actually high up 
and upside down! We were hanging like bats for nearly one minute. 
That one minute seemed like one long hour. 

A dreadful experience indeed! 
=N. Sriram, Std. IX, ACS, Noida (UP). 


IT HAPPENED Ut THIS 

























One day, | was jomeone on the 
reading a book in iP had a problet 
my uncle's room. | was so Just when I got up to see, | 
‘engrossed in the book that | did Saw my uncle fast asleep. 
not see my uncle walk in, That's when | realised that the 
Suddenly, | heard a n noise | heard was 
like that of a coming from my 
motorbike uncle who was 


starting and then snoring! 


failing to start. +S. Sriram, 
On hearing the Std. VI, 
same sound two DAV Public 
or three times, | School, 
wondered if Chennai, 























it fixed. We 
going out 
shopping, so we 
| Could do it then she 


My father put 

Pocket just befo We finished our 

shopping and went to the optician's. (Perfect!) 
Once at the counter, my father put his hand 

into his pocket and hey presto, the glasses were, 


sail Pockets searched, we walked back to the 
(Disappointment!) 


Once again into the shop we went and 
‘Searched around the counter. (Missing!) 





‘Anything could have happened! We went back 





tread what he had 
Said. (Great!) 


not there! (What!) Maden 


We had poetry 
test during our 
English period. We 
had to write down the 
poem from memory 
tnd on completing it 
walk with our note 
books to our teacher 
Jor cor: rection. 

One of my friends 
finished the test and 
walked up to her. She 
slanced at his book, 















written and asked a bit 
sternly “who wrote 
this?” 

My friend trembled 
in fear and replied “l 









All of us burst out 


roar and looked inside and outside the car. | laughing. Only then did 

my friend realise that he 

had forgotten to 
mention the poet's 

My mother came up with the brigh en 

we must have left it in the previous shop. 





=P, Mohan Kumar, 
E Std. IX, 





tothat shop, searched and enquired all around 
+ (No luck!) 
We drove back home and 
‘Searched the entire house - topsy 
turvy! (Mission failure!) 
Finally it was a new pair of 
that 





Vidyalaya, 
Sei Vijey Vidyalaya, 



















hat does the word 
‘animation’ mean? 
| looked into the dictionary to 
find out. 

Animate : to give life to, 

energize, excite, hearten 
Animated : Full of life, action 

or spirit 

Animatior 


ath 





ferived trom the 
word ‘animus’ meaning to live or 
life; the act of enlivening, 
extilaration, vivacity, the process of 
preparing an animated 

b Aa cartoon. 
Animated cartoon : 2 
motion picture consisting of 
a series of drawings, each 
slightly different 
from the 


preceeding one so that, when filmed 
and run through the projector, the 
figure seems to move. 

So, this is what animation is all 
about. 


A fore runner of today’s comic 
strip can be found in an Egyptian wall 
decoration of 2000 B.C. In successive 
panels, it depicts the actions of two 
wrestlers, 

The technique of animation revolves 
around the fundamental principle of 
the human eye : the persistence of 
vision - the eye retains images when 
it is exposed to a series of pictures, 
one at a time, This was first 
demonstrated in 1828 by a Frenchman 
Paul Roget with the help of a disc 
(thaumatrope) that showed a bird on 


‘mf 


v7 














one sige and an empty cage on the 
other, When the disc attached to a 
string was twirled, the bird appeared 
to be in the cage. 


With the development of the motion 
picture camera and the projector by 
Thomas Alva Edison, simple, short 
films were made possible. In the year 
1906, Stuart Blackton first issued a 
short film ‘Humourous Phases 

of Funny Faces’. He drew y= 
comical faces on a black board, 
photographed them and then erased 
them to draw another set. 

Winsor McCay was the first to 
recognize animation as an art form. 
His best remembered film is Gertie the 
Dinosaur (1914). 


Today, those films may seem crude, 
lifeless and boring, 





ANIMATION - 
A HISTORY 


INSIGHT 


People soon began to 
look for a story of some 
sort, for charac- 
y ters, for action, for 
\ faster movements, for 
expression, for feeling 

and for entertainment 
With this was born the art or rather 
the science of animation - 20 
animation. A sensation was created 
with the grand entry of Disney - Walter 
Elias Disney - Walt Disney. Animated 





cartoons and Disney are synonymous. 


Let us now enter the studios of 
Disney. Let us sneak quietly into a 
‘small room and take our seats. A 
serious discussion is on. 

There's a man, in front of the board 
addressing the others. He is the story 
man, narrating the story clearly, in 
proper sequence, with a lot of 
expression and emotion, He knows 
his characters well. The story itself is 
simple and straight forward but 
‘stimulating and entertaining. Ofcourse, 
the storyman is asked many questions 
by the others, Suggestions are given, 
accepted, countered, questioned or 
‘even rejected, 

At last the story 
is accepted. The 
characters are 
discussed and the 
scenes analysed. 
Each man now 
knows what he must 
do. They move to 
their respective 
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* the fore runner 
departments, 


The artists have a herculean 
task ahead. They get ready with 
their ‘model sheets.’ There's so 
much to do that whatever be 
the number of hands at work, 
it seems insufficient, But, 
figures appear like magicl 
Thumbnail figures (small, rough 
sketches) are drawn. The 
‘squash and stretch’ philosophy 
is kept in mind to prevent 
rigidity and enhance their liveliness. 
‘They know that as in any motion film, 
24 frames per second is normal. It is 
Not enough if these artists are just 
‘artists’. They must understand deeply 
the character; become the character 
itself and exhibit the emotions and the 
body language of the character. 

The work of the music director 
follows. The songs are sung to music, 
the voice donors are ready for the 
dubbing. The recording is done bit by 
bit, scene by scene, 

It is then time to match the sound 
‘and the picture. They must gel. Chang- 
es are made wherever necessary, be 
itin the music or even the original sketch! 


* Aug's fe - 30 animation 















* Gertie the dinosaur | 
Who is this? 

He must be the 

layout man. This 


clever person j 


designs the 
backgrounds, 
indicates camera 
Positions and 
‘makes neat ‘cuts’ 
(edits) to. make 
the story as 
perfect as 
possible 
Finally, it all 
depends on what 
the two big 
bosses have to 
say - the director 
and the producer 
The director 
times out the 
sequence in 
‘order to put it on a film. Some day 
the film has to be projected at 90 feet 
4 minute! This timing is perhaps the 
trickiest thing! 
The story sketches are then 
numbered and sent to camera to be 
exposed. It is a revelation, a moment 
of ecstasy. 
We are now ready to watch a 2 - 
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D animation film for the next 1 % 
hours or so. Months and months of 
planning, hundreds of people working 
for hours all through day and night - 
the result is this most wonderful, 
magical visual treat! 


Today however, all these techniques 
may already seem out dated although 
these films continue to attract 
thousands of viewers. Whats the latest 
then? 3-D animation with graphics 
and special effects. 

With the advent of modern computer 
techniques, 30 Computer Generated 
Imagery (CGI) became popular. CGI 
may be considered as a merger of 2D 
animation and tive action (like action 
in ‘real’ movies). 

What is the third dimension? It is 
the certain depth of an object or 
character besides just its length and 
breadth. This third 
dimension is given by 
using a clay model of 
the character as a 
Guide, The artst-no 
longer needs to draw 
by hand. He draws the 
cutout figure on the 
computer and gives it 
* star ware for 

special effects 
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the third dimension by feeding in the 

mathematical descriptions into his 

system. This is called modelling. 
But it is not enough that this artist 


DHS now decomes more or less ‘real’ 


With this basic skeletal figure 
efined, the next step is to add the 
texture and colour. This is called 
texturing. 

While the processes of 

‘modelling, rigging and texturing 


6O, 90 on, the layout artists have 


already begun to create the 3D 
sets for the background, These sets 
must be built, lit and painted like in 
any live action motion picture. 

‘What is the greatest advantage of 
a 3-D animation? There is no linear 
process. Work in different areas go 
‘on simultaneously. 


[tis a fact that Hollywood, the birth 
place of several wonderful animated 
cartoons and films continues to hold 
the top position even today. 
Productions from Warner Brothers, 
Metro - Goldwyn - Meyer (MGM) and 
Disney are popular world over. The 
Japanese and Chinese follow close 
behind. 

In India, the art of animation is still 
inan infant stage. However the concept 
is gaining popularity both as a pass 
time and more seriously as a profession, 
Even young children are introduced to 
‘animation courses’ by very many 
software companies. The future for 
this field Is bright. The options are 


can just draw. He must also be 2 open! The opportunities are inviting! 

technical man and very highly Grab them! 

‘computer literate. ~ Lakshmi Natarajan 
Next, the movement is prepared. Cover llustration : “©The Walt 


This is known as rigging. The character Disney Company. All rights reserved” 
NEXT INSIGHT 


DRAWING AND PAINTING - A Hobby 





MYTHOLOGY: 
Beginning with Vivaswan, the Solar 
Dynasty (descendants of the sun god) 
continues even after Lava and Kusa, the 
sons of Rama. 
Here is the story of Lrisanku.who be- 
longed to the Solar Dynasty. 





heaven ywith his human body. Although an able 
and just ruler, Trisanku was very adamant with 

this wish and refused to listen to anyone. 

Sage Vasishta was the guru of the kings of the So- 
Jar Dynasty. Trisanku approached his guru and placed 
his wish before him. “Most revered sage” he said, “I 
seek your help. I wish to reach heaven in this human 
form. I am sure that by the powers of your penance, 
it will only be too easy for you to help me fulfill my wish." 

Vasishta refused straightaway, “Nobody can enter the heavens 
with the human body, even if he is the descendant of the sun. I am 
sorry, but I cannot help you. Ask me for anything else” replied the 
sage. 

Trisanku was disappointed, He went to many other learned sages 
and made his request. They only laughed at him and sent him away. 

Extremely angry for being mocked at, Trisanku felt more and more 
strongly about fulfilling his wish. He thought deeply and finally decided to 
Visit the most powerful 
sage, Vishwamitra, 

““Vishwamitra is 
aspiring to become a 
Brahmarishi which is 
the highest title that any 
sage can have. He is sure to 
help me, He cannot forget 
those twelve years when T 
helped him and his fam- 
ily fromsuc- 
cumbing to 
the famine, 
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-a king of the solar dynasty 



















A Contest 
AM EXPERIENCE 


Your exams will soon be over. 
Share your interesting but true 
experiences about this year’s exams 
with us. Write to us as soon as your 
exams are over. Hurry! 





* For school going children only. 
* Last date : 26-04-2002. 
* Mention EXAM EXPERIENCE on 
the envelope /card, 
* Be brief (8 - 10 sentences only). 





* Give details of name, age, class, 
School and residential address. 
* The editor's decision is final. 
Selected entries will be published 
in the June 2002 issue of your 
favourite magazine. 
| Prize Rs.100/- 
WI Prize Rs.75/- 
IM prize Rs.50/- 
2 consolation prizes of 
Rs.25/- each 
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Moreover I know for sure that he and 
‘Vasishta are notin good terms. If only 
told him that what Vasishta refused to 
o, he must do for me... then he is sure to 
try” thought Trisanku to himself. 
plan, Trisanku approached 


F \Vishwamitra and begged him 
to help. 

Trisanku’s plot worked. “Oh pi- 
ous king” spoke Vishwamitra, as he 
stood up majestically, “I shall 
prove to Vasishta that I am more 
powerful than him. If he can’t do 
it, I shall help you. I will send you 
to heaven by performing a yagna.” 

So saying, Vishwamitra sum- 
moned all the sages of his ashram, 
“Invite the sages from all over the 
kingdom to this yagna” he ordered, 

The sages trembled with fear, 
None of them dared to argue with 
Vishwamitra, He was known for his 
temper and was also very power- 
ful. So they all came to attend the 
yagna, except ofcourse Vasishta 

When the yagna was completed, 
Vishwamitra turned to Trisanku. 
Closing his eyes in deep meditation 
and raising his hands, the sage said 
“Rise! Trisanku rise!" 

Wonder of wonders! Trisanku 
rose from the earth and moved 
straight upward towards heaven 
Vishwamitra was filled with pride! 
The rishis stood awestruck! 


celing over-joyed with his 








n Devaloka, the devas trembled 
|e fear. They knew that the 
Rajarishi had not done the right 


thing. But no one dared to speak. 
Indra was very angry. He could 
never allow such a thing to happen! 
He went up to the doors of heaven 
and just as Trisanku was about to 
enter the door, Indra pushed him 
down, back to earth. 

Trisanku least expected this. He 
fell back, upside 





down from the skies screaming and 
shouting out to Vishwamitra for 
help. 

When Vishwamitra heard the 
cries of the king, he was in great 
rage. He could not bear the thought 
of not living upto the word he had 
given and that too to this king who 
had helped him in times of need. 
He was also furious that Indra and 
the devas should interfere with his 
powers of penance. He wanted to 





prove his might to them. 
“Stop! Stop right there!” 
shouted the sage directing his hand 
toward Trisanku, And Trisanku just 
stopped from falling! Vishwamitra 
then spoke. 
“Who dares to test my powers? 
I shall create a new firmament in 
the skies; new stars, new planets 
and new nebulae. My dear 
Trisanku, you shall be the Lord of 
this new heaven and it shall be 
named after you as “Trisanku 
Swarga’ (swarga means 
heaven). You are perma 
nent and people will talk 
about your fame forever.” 
‘The great sage however 
had lost all his powers 





gained through penance with this 
one incident, by spending it all on 
a fruitless quest. He went to the 
forests again. 

Trisanku’s son was the great 
Harischandra, known for his endur- 
ance and truthfulness. I shall tell 
you his story some other time. 


- Anandhi 
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A BAG 
FULL OF 
COINS 


(a Birbal Story) 


Retold by ; Shaik 
Mudassir Ahmed, 
Std, IX, Jubilee 
School, Bangalore. 
Illustration : Mahesh 





‘Along came Ahmed the 
grain merchant. 
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LETTER BOX 






~ Sumana Vardhan, Grade III, inots, USA. 







© 1am deeply impressed by the monthly Gala 
contests and wish to thank Scholastic for gifting 
books. Ms. Jyoti Swaroop’s article on ‘how to 
‘write poetry’ was very interesting and impressive. 
- Jayashree Santhakumar, Age 13, 
‘Chennai, 


, lam able 

Han 0 to get a lot of 
information 

fi é 

2 I love reading tem Teves 
Gokulam. My sister who Ge answered a 


is in the final year of ae 
restion in my exam 
college also loves to read feet ie gue _, Se aetenin my cae 


it, Hats off to Gokulam! 
oN une, ak S. Aarti, Std. VI, Trivandrum. 


TX, Salem. 53 Gokulam March 2002 issue surpassed all the 


earlier ones in its contents and coverage of many 
© Dr. C.V.Raman _ jneresting subjects, The article about bird watching, 
‘was bom in Tiruchirapalli Was very exciting, The serial ‘Lostin a fort’ which is 
on November 07, 1888 about tobe concluded has reached a stage of suspense 
and not in 1883 as making us eagerly look forward to the next issue. 
mentioned (page 23, After reading ‘Chokkan’ I would like you to narrate 
‘March issue), all the “Thiruvilayadal’ stories. ‘Honey lovers" about 
~ Ashok Kumar, the bears was very informative and interesting, 
Mumbs - V. Mahadevan, Std. IV, Chennai. 





Sorry for the printing 
error - Editor. © I congratulate S. Sridhar for his prize winning 
story ‘A strange creature’ (Feb. 2002). 
A have been reading, + P.Thushara, Std. VII, Kannur, Kerala. 
Gokulam from when 1 
was in Kindergarten 2) Gokulam Feb, 2002 issue was excellent. Iliked 


class, I find it very  thearticles “The curse of Tutankhamen’ and ‘Clumsy 
interesting. My grand Lumberers’. 
parents in India subscribe 
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hikant Dash, Std. XI, Mumbai 





arillier- Unorthodox but effective 






HASTY AND HARSH 
Ti indian Hockey team failed 
miserably in the world cup held 
at Kuala Lumpur, All that really 
“happened” was that the coach Cedric 
D’ Souza was sacked and asked to 
return home. Worse still, this happened 
even before the tournament came toan 
end, A hasty and harsh act on the part 
of the Indian Hockey Federation, 


ALWAYS AN 

UPHILL TASK! 

he Indian cricketers 

always make a 
mountain out of a 
mole hill! India 
beat Zimbabw 
0 in the 
series, but in an unconvincing manner, 
With 120 to win in the second innings 
of the second test, they lost 6 wickets 
in quick succession thereby creating a 
tense situation and building up an 
unnecessary climax. 

Zimbabwe leads 2-1 in the one 
dayers, There are two more matches to 
{80 as We go on print. 

Young, 24-year old Marillier won 
the first match for the Zimbabweans 
even as the Indians stood stranded and 
helpless. Coming in at number nine, 
he scored 54 runs off just 24 balls with 
10 fours and a six! His unorthodox 
batting proved to be very effective! 
Zaheer saw the best and the worst - two 
wickets in the first spell, two more in 
the second but 34 runs conceded off 
just two overs in his third! Zimbabwe 
‘went one up in the series 








AER 
‘AONDO 


The first four 
batsmen played well 
India saw a 
decent score of 
319 in the 
second match. 
But things were 
not easy. The manner in which 
Campbell(62), Friend (63) and 
Flower (29) shaped up, it seemed 
that India would bungle up once 
again. Thanks to Harbhajan who 
struck «wo quick blows, the Indians 
managed to pull themselves up. A 
tough match, but India won by 64 
runs. Series levelled 1-1 

This time it was Hero Hondo! 
Hondo finished with an attractive 
figure of 4 for 37 (off 8.3 overs), 
claiming the first three Indian 
batsmen when the score was just 49. 5 











India succumbed to pressure, once 
again being fully responsible for 
their own downfall. Zimbabwe won 
the match comfortably with 6 by 
wickets to spare. Zimbabwe leads & 


2-1 N 


-Egnath G 
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Dear Reader... 

Exams are over, or will whl 
over pretty soon and you 1 Oe 
have a long stretch of holidays 
before you, Sure, many of you will have 
holiday assignments to attend to but 
that need not take more than an hour 
every day. 

How you spend your holidays is 
‘more important than the happiness which 
hols bring, The vacation isto be enjoyed 
but not wasted, True happiness lies in 
utilising the time available properly. 
Remember, the only loss that can never 
be compensated is time, Every minute 
counts. 

Time means —_ achievements, 
happiness, equiping yourself etc. Above 
all time means money. You can take up 
small jobs to help your neighbours and 
earn a jitle money. Or, you can equip 
yourself by taking up a hobby which will 
ay good dividends in future, 


Take up a hobby of your choice - 












Subscription :( 





phone 
Chet Adminisalive Officer: 2348622, Fax: 2345621 
3nd) Anal Re 72; Half Yearly Rs 36- 


cone which will make you happy. It would 
be a welcome change from the school 
= homework - TM. ~ eat - sleep - 
school... routine, But don't take it tghty 
Any hobby taken up seriously will be 
relaxing as well as useful 
You can learn to programme a 
‘computer instead of just surfing and 
playing games. Who knows. you may 
be a software specialist of the future. 
Stamp collection is an age old 
hobby - very relaxing. Yet, if you go. 
Sethe deep into it, 
av informative 
Aisi even 
rewarding! 
Ht you have the flair 


0 for music, you can learn 
to sing or practise on an 


instrument ike the violin, 
rmridangam, tabla or keyboard. You may 
turn out to be a famous musician ~ pop 
or classical - in the days to come, 
Even while enjoying your holiday 
travel you can study the facilities available 
{or tourists or what is lacking, This may 
lead to your becoming a successful 
travel agent in future, 


Your main aim should be to enjoy 
the hobby of your choice, Whether it wil 
lay the foundation for a future glorious 
career should be only a corollary and 
destiny will decide. 

Think about it. There are innumerable 
hobbies which open up that many career 
avenues. Choose the one which your 
heart really desires. 


(Overseas (Ar Mal) Annual Ris. 400/; Halt Yearly is. 200! 
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SPOT THE 
<™@ SSEVEN 


| DIFFERENCES __ 


p 







Raghavan threw a ball. It 
‘id not hit anything nor was it 
attached to anything. But it 
relurned to him without 
touching anything. How? 

L$. Rajamurugan, 
‘Std, ViUC, Sainik School, 
Udumalget. 
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